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Passive Vision - minimal 
visuomotor skills, head/shoulders 

used to direct gaze

Vision
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Touch (incl. tongue) / 

Pain / Pressure

Localisation Early Visual 
Perceptual Constructs

St
im

ulu
s /

 R
es

po
ns

e

Rela
tio

ns
hip

s /
 C

au
se

 &
 E

ffe
ct

Con
ce

ive
 an

d d
es

ign
 in

 co
nc

re
te 

an
d a

bs
tra

ct 
ter

ms. 

Vision as primary means of data gathering & 
assessment, and the basis of planning.

Inquisitive Reading

Reading

Understands Technology

Volitional Inquiry / 
Direction of Attention

Tongue as primary 
means of gathering 

data.

Emotion As Language

Goal-oriented behaviour. 

Execute designs and communicate in 

concrete and abstract terms. Emotional 

awareness. Empathy.

Visually-guided 
Action

Volitional Writing

Uses Technology

Crawling / Walking

Creative Writing

Drawing / Painting / 
Music / Dance

Speaking

Creates Technology

Postural Reflexes

Early / Primitive / 
Gross Reflexes

Afferent CNS Efferent CNS

Metabolic Functions / Nutrition / Respiration

Sensory Integrative Foundation Motor Integrative FoundationSensory Motor Integrative & 
Core Reflexes

Focal and Ambient 
Sensory Awareness 

Awareness of Body 
Schema

Volitional Control of 
Reflex Responses

Laterality

Directionality

Early Spatial Reasoning

Global Sensory Integration / Neuronal Selection 
(Early Thalamic Integration)

Frontal Lobes Maturation

Vision -  
Directed & Widely Integrated

Mirroring Behaviour
Directed Sensory 

Attention 

Reflexive saccades / 
pursuits / limited fixation

Fine control of 
saccades / pursuits / 

extended fixation

Refined Motor & Visuomotor Skills

Advanced Spatial Reasoning
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The Human Visual Developmental 'Pyramid'

Early Prehension


